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OUR PRESENT REALITY
The last few years have brought Faith Reformed Church (FRC) some new, unexpected
changes. Just as it has impacted so many other churches throughout the country, COVID-19
has challenged us to continue being the Church despite new protocols and limitations. Many of
our church programs, gatherings, and activities that had been put on hold are back and
functioning at this time. The number of people attending our Sunday morning worship services
has been impacted as well — though we have found that our online presence has grown. As a
church, we still believe that God is in control. We are seeing this as an opportunity to explore
new potential ministries and new possibilities for how we effectively function. Though it seems a
bit like foreign territory for many of us, we are excited to continue putting our faith in God and
seeing where He is leading us as a church through this.
Apart from COVID-19, 2020 also saw our pastor, Vance Elzinga, make the decision to step
down due to a very serious medical condition. This unique circumstance surrounding his
resignation/retirement has left many within our congregation asking why, as we grieve the loss
of his shepherding. We do know, however, that God has a purpose in this; we know that He will
reveal that in His time. We also know that God has a plan in this; we eagerly await those plans
to unfold. And we know that God has already chosen the next pastor/shepherd of our
congregation; we look forward to that person’s prayerful guidance and godly leadership.
Given the results of the RCA General Synod Meeting in October 2021 regarding the Vision 2020
Report and Recommendations, we have decided to leave the RCA and join the denomination of
Alliance of Reformed Churches (ARC). As of March 2022, we have been released from the
RCA, and accepted into the ARC. To be clear, we believe that any form of sexual immorality is
not in accordance with holy living according to Scripture (Matthew 15:18-20; 1 Corinthians 6:910). We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one
woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated by Scripture (Genesis 2:18-25). We believe
that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who are married to
each other (1 Corinthians 6:18 and 7:2-5; Hebrews 13:4). We believe that God has
commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man
and a woman.
We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity
(Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:31), and welcome everyone to our church, as we understand that each
individual is in a different place in their walk with God. However, we expect our pastor, elders,
and deacons to be biblical role models for our church, partners, and community. It is imperative
that our pastor be one who lives their life in accordance with the scripture.
We also believe that there is a place in our church for women to fill roles as ordained elders or
deacons. We have in the past and currently have women serving significant roles on our
Consistory.
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VISION FRAMEWORK SHIELD
Over the past three years, we have worked at developing a vision framework for who we feel
God is calling us to be as a church. This shield summarizes the following:
• Who we desire to be using our theme verse
• What we desire to do — reflect the love of Christ
• Why and How we want to do that through our summary paragraph and new vision
statement
• The one word that we feel encompasses what we are all about

“Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all
your strength. The second is this:
Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Mark 12:30-31 (NIV)

Faith Reformed Church exists to glorify God and develop disciples by believing the
Bible and putting its teachings into action, by actively connecting with the broken,
stressed, and spiritually disconnected people and families in our community, by
embracing the generational challenges within our community, by emphasizing love in
action by building intentional relationships and seeking to serve others, and by being a
bold witness of God’s love and compassion by speaking the truth in love.

To glorify God and put love into action, by
intentionally connecting with, embracing,
and serving our community

RELATIONSHIP
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CHURCH HISTORY
• The establishment of Faith Reformed Church (FRC) started with the Vesper Christian Reformed Church located in
Vesper, WI
• May 11, 1898 — A meeting was held to organize this church with 15 people being members, and the first church
was built that same year
• In 1905, a new church was built
• During 1916, a number of families left the Vesper Christian Reformed Church to organize a Reformed Church at
Vesper. Seventeen families met in the Green Elm School
• Fall of 1916 — The congregation began construction of a new church
• 1920 — The church purchased land for a cemetery. Dutch services were held in the morning, and English
services were held in the evening every Lord’s Day
• During 1929, the congregation grew to 27 families
• During 1930, a cement floor was laid in the basement of the church. The Ladies Aid held a supper in the new
church basement, serving a record 200 meals
• 1935 — It was decided during this time to have Dutch services the first and third Sunday mornings of each month;
all other services would be in English
• March 27, 1937 — A church school for the children of the church was held. Fifteen children were present at the
all-day session
• December 3, 1945 — The consistory was authorized to sell the Vesper Reformed Church parsonage and
grounds, and to either rent or buy a parsonage in Wisconsin Rapids
• March 19, 1946 — A request was made to the Classis of Wisconsin to change the church name to Faith Reformed
Church of Wisconsin Rapids
• May 7, 1946 — The church purchased a site on 320 South Third Street for a church location. The site was later
sold, and a new site was purchased at 14th and Wylie Streets for $1,500.00
• October 27, 1946 — The cornerstone of the new church was laid in a special ceremony at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday
afternoon
• 1947 — The congregation contracted to build a parsonage for $2,200.00. A contract was also let for facing of
south, east, and north sides of the church building with stone facing at a cost of $2,650.00
• 1950 — The congregation had 65 families with an annual budget of $4,918.37
• 1956 — The congregation had 69 families with an annual budget of $5,896,39
• 1975 — The church mortgage was burned
• 1976 — The congregation had 67 families and an annual budget just under $30,000
• May 1979 — A new parsonage was purchased for $60,000. The parsonage on Wylie Street was converted into
Sunday school classrooms
• April 1980 — Due to an increase in attendance at FRC, the church installed a closed-circuit TV system as a way
to alleviate crowded worship conditions
• October 12, 1980 — The church started holding two morning worship services — one service was at 8:00 a.m.
and one was at 10:15 a.m., with Sunday School in between
• November 1981 — the church entered into a contract with Zion Church Builders & Designers for consultation,
evaluation and design of a new church building
• October 10, 1982 — the congregation overwhelmingly approved the construction of a new church facility to be
located on approximately three acres on 32nd Street. The land was a gift to the church
• 1983 — The church reached 104 families and had a budget of over $102,000
• November 27, 1983 — Teltron started telecasting our worship services over channel 29
• May 13, 1984 — A groundbreaking service for the new church facility was held
• The consistory offered the pastor the opportunity to purchase his own house, which he did. This was the first time
FRC was without the traditional parsonage, which it eventually sold
•
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CHURCH HISTORY CONTINUED
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September 1986 — The church, for the first time in its history, hired a secretary
1988 — There were 135 families and 361 communicants in the Family of Faith, with an annual budget of $103,959
September 14-15, 1991 — FRC celebrated 75 years of ministry to central Wisconsin
1993 — There were 119 families and 368 total communicants
April 25, 1999 — the mortgage of FRC was burned during a special service
July 2000 — A full time youth leader was hired
2002 — The Sunday evening service was discontinued
November 2003 — The annual budget was approved for $199,241
2004 — There were 123 families and 129 communicant members
2010 — The recommended budget was $193,000. The 2010 congregational meeting shows 108 active members
2013 — The Ridder Church Renewal Process was introduced to our church. Also, during this time, our church has
had a long-standing partnership with Washington Elementary School involving tutoring, offering help to families in
need and assistance with special projects
2014 — We began an afternoon “Good News Club” at Washington Elementary. Also, through the generosity of an
anonymous donor, the church’s sanctuary, Sunday school rooms, narthexes, and fellowship hall were repainted
and redecorated
December 2015 — FRC was designated as a Relay Center for Operation Christmas Child, a part of Samaritan’s
Purse
June 4, 2017 — The church agreed to become a partner church with Love INC, whose mission is to “mobilize local
churches to transform lives and communities in the name of Christ”
October 1, 2017 — An outdoor worship and camping event was held at South Wood County Park
2018 — The church participated in 40Acts during Lent — a movement to impact communities with generosity
March 13, 2018 — FRC hosted the spring Classis Meeting
2018 — We received transfer of membership letters for 11 people from New Hope Community Church after its
closure
August 2018 — We had 17 children participate in VBS at our church
January 25-26, 2019 — Several people from our church attended a Faithwalking 101 Retreat held at the Love INC
building
March 2019 — A Faithwalking 201 class began and met every other Monday night with 19 participants, which
included the small group leaders
2019 — FRC began a Vision Framework process with Rev. Gary Harrison facilitating
February 23, 2020 — Pastor Vance Elzinga preached his last sermon
March 2020 — Pastor Vance Elzinga was diagnosed with a serious medical condition that would require several
surgeries and medical treatments. During this time, the COVID-19 pandemic also struck our nation, temporarily
closing the local churches
August 2020 — Pastor Vance officially dissolved his pastoral relationship with FRC due to ongoing health reasons
September 13, 2020 — A special Sunday service was held in recognition of Pastor Vance Elzinga’s years of
service in the church — 10 years at FRC, and 37 years total
November 2020 — A search committee was formed to actively search for a new pastor
January 2021 – Pastor Vance went to be with his Lord
February / March 2021 — Profile and job description completed and approved
April 2021 — Search process suspended due to the uncertainty with the Vision 2020 debate
July 2021 – Celebration of Pastor Vance Elzinga life and ministry
September 2021 — Search process restarted
December 2021 – Consistory and congregation approved leaving the RCA
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
We best describe our preferred style of worship as one that is blended. We both value
tradition and love incorporating more modern and creative elements into our Sunday and
special worship services.

Average Attendance Numbers
2010
Sunday School — 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service — 10:00 a.m.

2015

2019

2020*

2021

50

30

25

16

20

105

95

93

53

70

*note: 2020 numbers have been greatly affected by COVID-19

WORSHIP & MEDIA RESOURCES
We use a variety of worship resources, which are shared below. Within the last two
years, we have also begun to share our services live via YouTube. The services are also
recorded and replayed weekly on our local public access channel. Our media team
ardently serves to make this a possibility.

Worship & Media Resources
NIV Pew Bibles
Hymns for the Living Church — Hope Publishing
CCLI Licensing
Faithlife Proclaim Media
YouTube and YouTube Live!
Local Public Access Channel

YouTube Statistics
Our first video was uploaded to YouTube on November 20, 2017. We had our first livestream
two years later on December 15, 2019. Since that time, we have had 5,048 total views. While
we have averaged 25 views each week since the channel first began, over the last year, we
have averaged 40 weekly views. We currently have 52 channel subscribers.
See graphs on next page for more information.
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BUILDING & STAFF

Our current church building was completed in 1985. We are mortgage free. This current
facility includes:
• General church office
• Pastor’s study with built in bookshelves and cabinetry
• Sanctuary with 250-person capacity
• Fellowship hall
• Commercial kitchen
• Adequate space for our existing and expanding programs
• Generous outdoor space for a variety of activities and possible future expansion

We do not have a church parsonage (note: housing allowance is included as part of the
pastor's compensation).

Full Time Staff:
• Pastor: Vacant

Part Time Staff:
• Church Secretary: Sara Braaksma
• Church Custodian: Ashly Halbersma

*panoramic of church sanctuary
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CONSISTORY
Our consistory is composed of five elders and five deacons. We have an open
nomination process. Those nominated serve a 3-year term. Our current consistory
makeup is shown below:

ELDERS
Age

Occupation

Term End

Erick

59

Project Manager

2022

Rich

52

Enbridge Planner

2024

Scott

45

Operations Supervisor

2023

Brad

65

Retired

2024

Ernie

72

Rural Mail Carrier

2023

DEACONS
Age

Occupation

Term End

Kathy

63

Business Owner

2023

Steve

50

Hospital Educator

2024

Roger

78

Retired

2023

Sandy

63

Retail Associate

2024

Gerry

65

Retired/Part-Time Customer Service

2022

10

CHURCH COMMITTEES
We have three primary committees: Outreach Committee, Spiritual Growth Committee,
and Worship Committee. The committee purposes and functions are provided below:

Outreach Committee
Committee Chairperson:

Dave Brasser

The role of the Outreach Committee is to plan, promote, implement, and evaluate the outreach ministry
activities of Faith Reformed Church (FRC) in keeping with the FRC vision statement, under the authority
of the Consistory.
The committee’s responsibilities include:
• To consider ways to communicate a biblical vision for evangelism within our congregation
• To exercise immediate oversight of FRC’s outreach ministries:
- Our Father’s Table
- OASIS Park Ministry
- Alaska Mission Trip
- Washington Elementary School
- Visitor Follow-Up
- Nursing Home Ministry
• To evaluate the above ministries/events on a regular basis
• To set and pursue annual goals that express the team’s role in fulfilling the FRC vision statement
within the area of outreach
• To maintain frequent communication with ministry volunteers, congregation, and the pastor
• To function as a “creative team” in prayerfully addressing needs and opportunities, especially
among the roughly 2,400 residences within 1/2 mile of our location
• To recruit, support, and build accountability for needed programs
• To be accountable to the congregation through the consistory
Current Committee Members:

Five members
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CHURCH COMMITTEES CONTINUED

Spiritual Growth Committee
Committee Chairperson:

Jerry Ver Hulst

The role of the Spiritual Growth Committee is to plan, promote, implement and evaluate the spiritual
growth ministry activities of Faith Reformed Church (FRC) with the FRC vision statement, under the
authority of the Consistory.
The committee’s responsibilities include:
• To exercise immediate oversight over FRC’s spiritual growth ministries:
- Sunday School
- Vacation Bible School
- Small Groups
- Christmas Program
- Youth Group
- Easter Celebration
• To evaluate the above ministries/events on a regular basis
• To maintain close communication with ministry volunteers, the congregation, and the pastor
• To provide reports for the annual congregational meeting
• To function as a “creative team” in prayerfully planning spiritual growth needs of the congregation
• To recruit and support sub-groups as needed
• To be responsible to the congregation through the consistory
Current Committee Members:

Five members
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CHURCH COMMITTEES CONTINUED

Worship Committee
Committee Chairperson:

Scott Halbersma (Consistory Representative)

The role of the Worship Committee is to plan, promote, implement, and evaluate the worship ministry
activities of Faith Reformed Church (FRC) in keeping with the FRC vision statement, under the authority
of the consistory.
The committee’s responsibilities include:
• To exercise immediate oversight of FRC's worship ministries
- Choir
- Praise Team
- Musicians
- Media Team
- Children’s Messages
• To evaluate worship services and events, and the above ministries on a regular basis
• To set and pursue annual goals that express the team's role in fulfilling the FRC vision statement
with the area of worship
• To maintain close communication with the pastor, choir directors, praise team coordinator,
children's message volunteers, and the media team
• To function as a "creative team” in planning services and special seasonal events
• To consider ways to communicate a biblical vision for worship within our congregation
• To recruit, support, and build accountability for needed workgroups
• To be accountable to the congregation through the consistory
Current Committee Members:

Four members
Pastor (vacant)
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CHURCH GROUPS & MINISTRIES
We have a wide variety of groups and ministries at Faith Reformed Church. Whether it is
something that has been around since our church began, something brand new and just
getting off the ground, or somewhere in between, each group exists to meet a specific
need within the church, community, and/or world.

Group/Ministry

How Often

Number Involved

Yearly

15-30

Weekly (September - May)

15-20

Monthly

10-15

Weekly (September - May)

3-5

As Needed

Varies

Weekly (during summer months)

Varies

Monthly

10-15 volunteers; 80 meals served

Quarterly

6

Monthly

12-15

Prayer Chains (2 via email, 1 via phone)

As Needed

35-40

Reformed Church Women’s Ministry (RCWM)

As Needed

5-10

Small Groups*

Weekly

Varies

Sunday School*

Weekly

Varies

As Needed

10-15

Weekly

Varies

Alaska Mission Team*
Choir*
Dinner of the Month*
Men’s Brown Bag Lunch*
Meals to the sick
OASIS Park Ministry*
Our Father’s Table Community Meal*
Pastoral Support Group*
Praise Team*

Vision Framework
Youth Group*

*denotes items affected by COVID-19
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YOUTH PROGRAMS
Our goal is to build lasting relationships with our children and youth. We want them to
know they are an important part of our church family.
*Note: With COVID-19, many of our activities have been discontinued or are on hold

Presently We are Offering:







Children’s Worship Bags during the worship service. These bags include small puzzles,
books, crayons, finger puppets, and other small toys to keep small children occupied
during the service
Youth Group — Grades 6 thru 12 are meeting in a private home. They are studying
“Bible Studies for Life” curriculum by Lifeway
Family Activity Tables in back of sanctuary. Tables set up for families with small children
with projects and activities to keep kids occupied and still be a part of the worship
service
Sunday School adult and youth programs
Involve children and youth with Sunday Worship Praise Team
Nursery available on an as-needed basis

We Hope to Offer Soon:



Media training for middle-schoolers – Training for those “tweens” who are interested in
learning the media desk during Sunday morning worship
A children’s message just before the sermon

Our Vision for the Future:










Special outreach programs and activities (such as Parents’ Night Out) to include kids
from apartments across the street.
Coffee/study hall for Mid-State Technical College students
Homework hotline/tutoring
Reignite our partnership with Washington Elementary School to provide services such
as reading buddies, tutoring, etc.
Hold soccer camp and utilize neighboring soccer fields. This could include a time of
playing soccer followed by a short Bible lesson and treats.
Offer Vacation Bible School during the summer once again, involving Child Evangelism
Fellowship (CEF) as we have the past few years
Knights and Princesses “Enchanted Evening” (based on Max Lucado’s children’s books)
Involve elderly by preparing kits for kids’ projects for Sunday School
Start a mid-week outreach program for all kids including Bible lessons, games, & treats
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FAITH IN ACTION
We are involved in a wide variety of local ministries:

Ecumenical
40 Acts of Love: *

This is a ministry network we have joined with to celebrate Lent through
acts of giving.

Cranberry Clergy:

Though FRC is not currently a member of the Cranberry Clergy,
membership is a possibility should we choose to join.

Love In the Name of Christ:

Love INC of South Wood County is part of a nation-wide network of 134
affiliates across the nation. As a local affiliate, Love INC coordinates
service with local churches, non-profits, community agencies, and
volunteers. They help foster a relational response that brings together
volunteers and resources to help our neighbors throughout our
communities. FRC is one of 16 partner churches with Love INC of South
Wood County.

Operation Christmas Child:

We are now the area collection site. Several of our church members also
work to collect items for boxes and help to put them together.

See You At The Pole:

Our youth have previously been involved with this once-a-year prayer
event at the local high school.

Sing Christmas: *

Our choir and men’s chorus participate with other local churches in this
yearly Christmas festivity.

Soles 4 Souls:

Shoe collection for people in the U.S. and around the world.

World Communion Sunday:

The first Sunday of October, we enjoy celebrating the sacrament of
communion with our brothers and sisters in Christ throughout the world by
having a variety of breads that are common in other countries.

World Day of Prayer:

We encourage our members to participate each year.

Community Involvement
Christian Women’s Club:

FRC has some members that are involved with this local ministry.

Family Resource Center:

We collect items of need throughout the year to donate for the families
utilizing this service.

First Choice Pregnancy
Resource Center:

We participate in a fundraising drive to help fund this ministry. We have
also had church members who have volunteered as advocates for this
ministry.
*denotes items affected by COVID-19
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FAITH IN ACTION CONTINUED

Community Involvement continued:
Our Father’s Table: *

On the last Monday of each month, we offer a free meal to those within
our community.

Salvation Army:

We have a variety of members who volunteer as bell ringers for the
collection buckets at Christmas time each year.

South Wood County
Emergency Pantry Shelf
(SWEPS):

FRC has a yearly food collection of non-perishable foods to donate to our
local emergency pantry to help families in need,

Washington Elementary
School:

We actively collect school supplies and other items of need to donate to
this nearby elementary school. We have also had members volunteer as
tutors.

Local Evangelism
Nursing Home Worship
Service: *

Each week a small group goes to a local nursing home to lead them in a
time of praise & worship — singing songs and watching the most recent
Sunday worship service.

OASIS Park Ministry: *

This is a new ministry that started in summer 2021. We’re calling it
OASIS as we envision it to be a place that people can gather, where they
can be refreshed; it’s a place where they can meet the Living Water. And
for those of us who are believers, an oasis offers an opportunity to be
called out of the dry areas of our lives and our relationships with God as
we:

Obey — Act — Seek — Impact — Serve
Vacation Bible School: *

We host a vacation bible school for one week each summer. This year
the youth group from Alto reformed provided a mission team to run VBS.
The previous three years, we have joined with Child Evangelism
Fellowship (CEF) to bring dynamic Bible lessons, creative learning
activities, inspiring missionary stories, meaningful songs, and lifechanging scripture memorization to children within our church and local
community.
*denotes items affected by COVID-19
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MISSIONS
Missionaries We Support
Wayne & Miho Jansen

RCA Missionaries based in Japan

Ann Buwalda

Executive Director of Jubilee Campaign

Missions We Support
Alaska Mission Team

Since 2014, one of our church members, Lori Van Dyken has
led a mission team each summer to serve with GraceWorks
Alaska — a non-denominational mission organization based
in Anchorage, AK. Lori also serves on staff with GraceWorks
in Alaska during the summer months.
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Our most current financial information, as well as our projected 2021 financials, is
provided in the table below:

2021

2022 (Budgeted)

General Fund

$155,251

$151,459

Benevolence

$5,150

$5,550

Other Funds*

$24,229

$25,000

Total Giving

$184,630

$182,009

*includes Youth, Building, Love, Memorial, Sunday School, etc.
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CONGREGATIONAL PASTORAL NEEDS
These are the qualities we believe are important for our pastor to have:

• Accountable — willing and able to sift through voices and opinions that are both
productive and destructive — listening with an open heart to change when necessary.

• Affirming — able to help those around you to achieve their best, building a movement of
people to spread the message of the Gospel and make disciples, by empowering them to
use their talents, gifts, and abilities.

• Authenticity/Integrity — full of light; offering a true representation of oneself. Having the
willingness and ability to do what you say you’re going to do, when you’re going to do it —
inspiring others to do the same.

• Biblically Sound — believing that the Bible is the infallible Word of God and teaching how
to live in light of that.

• Communicator — able to share information clearly, concisely, completely, courteously,
and creatively. Also having the willingness to listen to others.

• Motivational — able to prompt others to act by devotedly and obediently putting one’s own
faith into action.

• Relational — understanding that we are interconnected with each other; and when
communicating and interacting with people, having the ability to be engaged, centered,
kind, respectful, compassionate, honest, clear, and humble.

• Visionary Leadership — pragmatically able to work within the “now,” using and
maximizing the resources and people at hand, while also able to see beyond present
circumstances to a place and destination that we may not. Able to work through conflict to
arrive at a goal and meet the vision. Able to build up the people and platform that are
present — often making them even better than they thought possible — while
demonstrating the attributes of Christ and building the Kingdom of God at the same time.
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COMPENSATION
Salary and benefits are commensurate with RCA guidelines.
Benefits Include:
• Annuity
• Insurances (Health, Life, LTD, etc.)
• Housing Allowance
• Professional Development, Education & Books Allowance
• Travel Allowance
• Office Equipment Provided (computer, printer, etc.)
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OUR COMMUNITY
Faith Reformed Church serves the greater Wisconsin Rapids area located in central
Wisconsin
• Wisconsin Rapids is a small city of approximately 18,000 (around 30,000 including the
surrounding area)
• Highly rated public and private schools with high student achievement and low dropout rate
• Small airport for charter and service; flight instruction
• Abundant healthcare facilities in the community and surrounding areas. Aspirus Hospital has
been recognized as a top 100 community and rural hospital in the country for five consecutive
years; multiple clinics, dentistry and orthodontia; Marshfield Clinic Health System; proximity to
Wausau, and other specialty medical practices
• Mid-State Technical College locally; University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point nearby
• Vast number of recreational opportunities include activities on the Wisconsin River and many
local lakes, parks, trail systems, campgrounds, golf courses, sports clubs, waterpark, and ice rink.
We also have a local Collegiate Summer Baseball League team — The Rafters, and a United
States Premier Hockey League Junior A Hockey team — The Riverkings
• Rich in history and culture — mainly cranberries and paper

*See the Wisconsin Rapids Visitor Guide for more detailed description, maps, and activities
available in the central Wisconsin area

You can also visit our community websites for more information:

http://www.visitwisrapids.com
http://www.wisconsinrapidschamber.com

VISIT OUR:

Website:
http://www.rapidsfaithreformed.org

Facebook Page:
Wisconsin Rapids Faith Reformed Church

YouTube Channel:
Wisconsin Rapids Faith Reformed Church

22

